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a8 1956 
Tew - T 
May 2 Mey ZF Mey 5 May /d May May 26 
+ + + s 7 
Commodity orices, wholesale 
ANN COMM ITNOS . cece cc eererereeneues ‘ 1947-498 100,, eevseres *109.9 oevescose 113.9 4.5 
farm products.... . ene . ; eeeBOcece eeecvece SG1.2 seeoececes 68.8 a 
Foods, processed,., . ‘ . ‘ ° e- ereeree eBOccce| eevscoess °102,1 eeeweeeee hor . 
All other eeeeese ‘ esBceve| sesesces #7115,° evecece 2) 
42 Commodities Z 4 a9.5 Bg, 92,1 y ”. 
Deoartment store sales... aa ae . 7 oededcvectaetees 15 114 125 ! ‘ 
insured unemployment, TOOTH. .seccses ee ereeseeesrecses thous , 216 1,29 |, 344 , 32¢ . eee ** 
Stete vrograms,, oesee asece sen . cosevecessOOvece ,255 1, 1A ,25 1,242 . . ° 
Finance 
Currency in circulation 3/ ee mil. of d 29,877 29,826 *), 161 1,29 %, 559 
Federal Reserve benk credit outstanding, total 3/....4 24,908 24,8544 25,266 25, 525 25,29 
Member bank reserve balances 53/ P IOorcece 2 Ass 6,673 16,767 18,848 18,7 
Excess reserves, estimated 4 a 4 a 446 468i 464 546 453 
Federal Heserve reoorting momber bank eading cit\les:4 
Demand deposits, adjusted.......6- nano aie 7 dol,. 56,294 56,457 55,896 55,559 54,99 seeee 
Time deposifs, except Gover nment.......cccccecueeee 40... 21,496 21,512 21,591 21,599 21,65 ines 
Loans end investments (adjusted), totel...... ie hain e oa 84,679 A420 85,448 84,887 , 241 ° cose 
U. 5. Government obligations,...... ere - 53,745 535,296 27,55 26,959 2/7, OR ° 
Commercial, industrial, and agr loans (qross)...¢ aii 22,757 22,641 28,055 28,035! 28,205 » 
Real-estate loons (gr0ss).....++. TSA apy amped MGB Ee 7,657 7, ORE 8,430 8,457 8,471 
Foeilures, industrial and commercial..... —e el 226 204 277 258 279 seehe 
Bond yields, domesti orporete (Moody's) 3/......percent.. 5.25 3,25 5,46 5,46 5.4 5.46 
Stock prices,480 stocks (Stand, & Poor's) 4/,,1955-59-100,.| 283.3 | 7 53.8 | 4 545 55.1 
industrials, 420 STOCKS cece ee ennenee sescceceGOvees 517.6 7 411.6 é 597 567.4 
Product ior 
Bitumir ‘ DE 2 scnovececaesce thous. of short fons.. 1,524 1,54) 1,665 1,67 1,633 sowie ie 
Electric power, by utilities........ . mil, of kw.-br., 9.7% 9,976 10,815 10,857 10,67° oe eos 
Passenger cars and truch 0 LS ee lle 208 , O87 198,282 135, 398 127,77" 26,7 3%), 20€ 
Petroleum ter and « jensote 3/.... .. thous, of bbi.. 6,676 6,655 7, OB4 7,029 T5079 | seeveeee 
Stee! 2/.. sdvdeaderers seas th . of short tons., 2,536 2,526 2,575 2, 24 2,596 
Percent of capacity 5/. TUTTI TTT WYTTTITiITititity #96.9 #96 .4 96,4 5.4 5.5 7.3 
Freight carltoadings, t te Cee tr s. of cars.. 77 | 790 771 77 779 eeceoses 
Misco | 1AN@OUS.sseeeeess sikepeene laneataavssenisananal 387 54 a3 | 375 | ore 
|/ Oate do not always cover lender weeks 2/ Tuesday prices, 3/ Deily everage. 4/ Wednesday data. 3/ Week ended une 2, 5 Pro- 
duction, 2,57 thous, hort * erati ate, %.° ercent, 6/ Dete for 1956 adjusted to revised classificat: or f las si lroads. 
® Monthly index for May 1955. # Not mporeble with 1956 rates which are based on higher capacity. 
MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS 
955 1956 
1TeM 7 1 7 
March Aor i'l January February Marct April 
; + + 
GENERAL BUS INE INDICATORS 
industrial and commercial fei lures | | 
Failures, total.... ese oe ee . ceeeeestumber,. | 1,038 905 1,048 1,024 i, uF 985 
Commercial service , sescee ‘ . peccecces a sak il 66 | 66 72 62 102 Ht 
CONSTFUCTION. .cccescseececes pepdanieuaedy een “Se 108 | 106 126 141 is 153 
Manufacturing and MINING. .cccccceees , see coeB@ces 225 154 209 202 224 166 
Metall ADM, cece eeenneeeeeees ° er 521 484 535 Sil 57 465 
Wholesale trade...... , eee . ‘ cocesssGOcces! 9 a5 106 108 127 92 
Liabilities (current), fotel..... eeeeseethous, of dol..| 41,209 55, 968 42,890 | 49, 189 42, 627 
Commercial service . pe seenee aeee TTT. ttre 2, 9le 2,229 2,774 - ) 2,01 
onstruction.... an sevececce@tess 4,468 6,45 6,165 7,881 7,089 
Manutecturing end minin i ; eeucnbeeicdes 16,971 12,653 14,442 17,647 15,649 
NOG?) Wedd acoscoesaaves ‘ ; ee | Ae 11,972 10, 76° 14,936 14,693 i2,4% 
Wholesale trade... ear see ene ‘ ° eee WO.ees 4,952 5,871 4,575 5,048 5,459 
mamoorry “tc 
Consumer : 1947-49« (04 114.5 114.2 114.6 114,64 114.7 114.9 
Apoare|! : ,do, 105,72 105.1 104,14 104.6 104, ° 104.8 
FOOD co ccccccerecesee see eereweeesoreerereseresesssczecs 4 . 110,86 bit. 1OF9.2 108.6 ! 109,¢ 
Dairy ses ‘ eesssceseDs ees 105.4 104,¢€ 107,54 107.5 106.9 106.4 
Fruits and vegetables. ....ccccseces ‘ seccovosees@@necs 112.0 117.5 112.6 113.5 14.8 116.7 
Meats, poultry, and fish Ceeeeeersesecsseresesese IO.cee 102.5 103 95.5 93.6 92, of 
IGDING. cccccvessecese «+90,6 119.6 120.6 i? ? 20,7 120.8 
Gas and electricity. .cccass cesses secccccesvesess 4 110,35 bit.7 ! 7 i 11.8 
HouseturnlaNlNgh..ccccnceeenes eeveves TETTTILT 10. 104 ,¢ i04,° 102 105 102.7 
PG onsctesessaweors oa x 129.9 151.4 ‘ Si .€ 131.7 
Medical care@..... WTTITTTUTITT ITT irirrirr tt DO.e0. 127, 127.3 130.7 ) 31.4 41.6 
Per * weal PPO oc ceeeee . een eee . se .@ ‘ 5 ! ! 18.5 tt , i. iy | 
Reading and recreation. ef 16,6 10€ 107.5 07,5 107. 18.2 
Transportation, eeee Teri. 127,53 25.5 126.8 126.9 126.7 126.4 
Other goods and servi ad . ee eee eee ee eee ene een eeee 4 i968 4.6 ta 3.8 Vv 4 4 4 Zt 4 
Purchasing power * the @ ler as 1 >y= 
Wholesale prices.... PTTTT TTT TT itt eee 1967-490100,, 9.9 | "0,5 19,4 89. BA d A, 
Consumer 1SOGecccevvecs . . eeeesess eeee j Pi .¢ A7,5 37.5 Py y @7. 
Retell! tood orices.. scecedereesdnseueresereseess 0 eBcccs 0,5 a9.9 41,6 iN.9 1.7 2 1.2 
i/ tndex based on 1955-3468 100 is i 4 indexes based on 1955 359<100 are as follows Measured by~-wholesele prices, 46.0; consumer 
1 $2.1 retell food prices, 4° 


prices, 





MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS — Continued 





















































] 1955 1946 
iTEm b 7 1 
March . jJanuery February March | April 
t + ; + 4 
COMMODITY PRICES - Continued 
holesele prices of selected commodities: | 
Wheet fiour, short patents (Minn.)...dol. per 100 Ib. sack... 6,605 | 6.64* i ¢ 6.1K p6.215 
Calves, veslers (CHICAGO)... cccececeseceeesDOl, por 100 Ib.. 25,00 | 26.0 2 24.5 p24, 50 
Lumber | | 
Dougias fir, dim.,No. 1, 2% = 4%, R.L....dol.per M bd. ft,. 85.071 | 5.624 a9. 18 ' a9, 32 | pao,a™ 
thern pine, boards, No.2, com., I* = 6", R.L.....d0.... 77,527 77.256 80,58 Ai 4 84.079 | pas, A02 
Ponderose pine, boerds, No. 5, common, I* «x 8"......00.. 75,17 77.2 79,45 ai.™ ‘I pas, 56 
Pig iror 
Basic (fur mace). cecsessecees . ++-d0l. per tong ton,. 56, x 56, Of 5A. & 54, 54.50 | oe x 
Foundry, NO. 2, NOFIMOTA, .ccccsscccccssesesesessssssWOrees 56.50 56.% 9, Of 59, x 59,00 | p60 .49 
Stee! | 
tructurel shapes (carbon), f.o.b. mill......d0!l. per ib.. 0652 | 0452 a7 4n7 oan? p. 0487 
[cr a no.!|,heavy meiting (Pittsburgh)..dol.per long ton.. ¥ .50 | 5A. 50 “4, % 49. 44,80 | p54.49 
Coal, bituminous: | | 
screenings, indust, use, f.0.b, car at mine | | 
dol. per short ton... | 4,480 4,401 4.732 4.751 4,779 | p5. 046 
Lerge domestic sizes, £.0.0, Cor Of MIN@... 66.6 eee eWO.nes 6. 92 6, 49 7.255 1.229 7,071 p6.577 
Gasoline, reguier grade (New York).........+..d0l. per gal..| 125 . 125 \™ 1% .125 p, 125 
Petroleum, crude (Oklahoma-Kanses), at wells..dol. per bbi..| 2.82 | 2.82 2.83 d 2.82 pe. Ae 
FINANCE 
Federse! Government finance 
Receipts, TotOl....ccccccess oeccvece mil, of dol... 11,089 4,941 4,915 7,4 12,499 5,562 
Receipts, Met. ...cssscves docesecee ° .-do, 7, 741 $, 732 4,684 | 6,195 11,4545 4, OR2 
STONE . cocccccccesecceverecescesceeceves . eeseess d0.... & bl | 59 57 59 59 
ome and employment Tax@S.....eseeereeeees sees -| 1, WO6 5,976 5,727 5,% 11,344 4,461 
Miscellaneous Internal TOVONUC...ceccceesereeeusease do....| 995 «Ol Le ass 44 65 Rua 
All other recelpts...ccccccescesees sevatebes ere 127 | 119 275 | 198 133 147 
Expenditures, ToTel..cccssevseees ee 5,894 | 5,228 5,274 4,05 5,309 | 5,M7 
interest on public debt......+.. of 478 | 355 62° 5535 549 565 
Veterans’ services and b nefits, SAG ‘a ( Sur pan p406 
Major nationel securify.....ccess 4/ 3,759 | J/ 5,382 4,214 p3,284 | p35, 232 
All other expenditures......... in 1,271 | 1, 108 1,243 RE 1s6 | pi, 1a5 
| 
CHEMICALS AND ALLIED | 
Organic chemicals, pr duction 
Acetic acid (synthetic and natural).....cee.+. thous. of Ib, | 48,100 5,256 49,619 42,06 4i,e5i | . 
Acetic GAYE Ide. coccccccccvcccecccceseosercese covccceEOecce! 78, 59 72,127 77,404 | 73, 79,150 | cccseess 
Acetyisalicylic acid Caspirin).....-ee. jeheeaue Sar 1,509 1,217 1,225 | 1,95 1, 726 oeeee a4 
ré Te Olli cccccccvccccccccecssceecccccosestWOUS, Of gol..| 11,064 10,167 r9,559 | 8,787 £/ 10,10 1 canwwnes 
DOT . ccccvecceccccesesseesscoeseseseeseosese «+«thous. of Ib..| 10,456 9,216 11,592 10, 742 11,085 | Pe ‘ 
Ethers acetate (WAG scaccacseacndcceccnevevessesvedsvese®O@ress 4,571 9,006 9, 7,702 6,791 | aay 
Ethylene glycol. ccccccscsescccesescsccccssesesesecesceWOeese! ©, 005 55,756 9, OR4 61,911 61,632 | 5 
Formaldehyde (37% HCHO). ...seccseeens coves creevecceesDOvere! 111, 566 104,641 11t,691 110,519 121,908 ee 
Methanol 
Neturel € I00B) .cccccccceccccesoese pébcncsanenedt, OF o0tisi 167 185 206 18 1nG 5eeee 
bynthetic COORD scnccseveccsensccecs peeeeecrescesesDOsee| 15,534 15, 886 19,020 17,07 MWS) cacese ; 
Phthalic amhydride...cescccccecesesececseceseethous, of Ib,.| 30, 4H 29,265 0,522 28,714 DOES |. soseones 
Synthetic plastics and resin materials, production: 
Cellulose scetate and mixed ester plastics: 
Sheets, FOdS, ONd TUD@S.......00sceecccecees thous, of oe | 4,28) 3,265 3,508 r 3,426 4,296 | seove 
Molding end extrusion materiais........ dee a 7,422 7,574 6,492 7,178 4,007 | Ze 
Nitrocellulose sheets, rods, ond Tubes......cccce sense IOreee! 4ns 427 519 497 sO cece 
Other cellulose plasticS...cccecscsscesecs | 744 SA4 450 SOI 4K ee 
Phenolic end other tear acid resins........ 41,459 59,448 435,407 S3.G5R | steane ‘ 
| 
Pattee ccxesndcsnccaneasatpbescnnesacuedesbesstewebcanel 44,185 | 41,824 47,002 3,272 yeu 
Urea and melamine TOSINS, .cscccccsercecerseesssersreesOsens 24,956 25,711 26,411 25, 161 ona 
inv? -PUNlets, ccechcadads nabedesesesincthedemaiateseastcees 59,767 | 56,773 66, 890 61,607 66,67" Bees 
Rihyd CORN: cvccéeseasessaseses vinanedsasecs woul 8,899 | 8, B35 52,409 32,50 $3, 4/7 ‘ 
Rosin modi tications.,..sscccceccsevesess secceccesscoves@eeee] 12, 126 12,096 10,825 12,05% 11,468 seeee 
ELECTRIC POWER 
Sales to ultimate customers, total (Edison Electric | | 
INSTITFUTO) . ccccccssecccsecoseccess eccseee Mil, Of kw.-hr,,| °%,256 *er 57,712 44,752 | 63,904 | ceccowsese | sb600en8 
Commerciel and industrial: 
Small tight and power.....esssees- eceses PPTTITIT TT iT. *6, 4 #°ré6, 512 7,054 6,924 ° 
Large light and power. ..cccccsecsess evececcccocoeveeG@snes *18,472 eer i6,iGi 22,680 | 22,441 
Reilweys and Fel IT OBOE... cc ceceseneeresessseeesereres -40 | °457 | oo 427 MB. | ccossssce |  seceeese 
Residential oF GomastiCccccccccccsecesssessseseussesesedd *11,071 °° 10,958 12,529 | 12,20 
Rural (distinct rural rates).....seees eesesecccese do.. *w! oe605S OFS GO6 | conetouce | socecnee 
Street and highway LighTing.....ssese«- seeeed0 #420 | oo 578 455 4i4 
Other public BuThOr iTI@S. .ceeeeeceecens +++40, °a29 ®*A22 ayy? a 
Inter departmental. ..cscecesscseeeresees cececceveseouce do e4i | ee4r aA | 47 
Revenue from sales to ultimate custamers (Edison 
Electric Institute)...csccesseceses ccceccesees thous, Of dol 9659,165 | #*ré54,645 734,554 | Ve o 
FOODSTUFFS 
Meats, production, TOTBl.ccccesseces seeceere mil, of tb, 1, 962 1,7% 27,3512 | 2,42 ®” 
Beef and vObl...ccuccccesversecseee oeee thous, of It 290,667 | P44, 20% 1,034,824 a SH , He ‘ 9 
Lamb and mutton, ...seccesees ecsccccsorevcessaceess 0.44. 61,429 56,802 64,032 56,94 59,24 5, 794 
Pork, including lard..seoss oveces ° eeccescesecGO,5.0) 1,009,567 AS, 965 1,212,803 1,051,573 109,446 51, 00a 
— cceesceerececeoesecooeseoescoces eeeee ee DOeene! 189,684 | 158,080 240,907 203 724,101 hat 
otfee, visible Supply.ccccccccecccecscosssees thous, Of bags, 517 | 520 104 is 7 755 
c/ Revised, p/ Preliminary. * Dete ere for january 1955, °° Date are tor February 1955. Jj/ Not entirely comparable with dete begir 
ning July 1955. 2/ Incomplete; comperable amount tor February 1956 is 6,047,000 gallons. 
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METALS AND MANUFACTURE 


Castings, grey ‘ron: 
Orders, untilled, for sale... ‘ 966. 1,157.8 
Shipments, Total... ceoe8Oceces . 1,249.5 

FEF GBIGséndciececescces 677.0 

Castings, malleable iron 
Orders, untilled, for sele..... ons... 116,520 113,616 
Shipments, total... ‘ 0 2 13, 562 93,535 

) * ) 54,618 54,466 

Pig iron, production ai 7,050 6,605 

Castings, steel; 

Shipments, 158,618 165, 598 
For sale, tc oe " 125,345 128,598 eee 
Ralliwey speciaities.... a ‘ 27,954 %*),855 oenees 

Machine tools (metal -« sitting 
New orders....... . Ovg. Shipments, 1945-47100, 589. 291.2 p282.4 
SHI pmeants..ceccsscces ‘ Ra, 218.4 p242.5 

Vacuum cleaners, . 5 e 286.4 352.9 

Washers, domestic, 3. 405.6 524.2 


RUBBER AND RUBBER PRODUCTS 





Tires ond tubes: 

Pneumatic casings 
Production.... 
Shipments, Total....cees 

Original equipment..... 

Stocks, end of month,. 

inner tubes: 
Production..... 
SHI pMeNtS..ccrwceveces 
Stocks, end of month... 





TEATILE PRODUCTS 


Men's apparel, cuttings: |/ 


Tallored garments 
eee thous, of unifs.. 


ceceBcee 


+FO.60. 


Overcoats end topcoats 

Trousers (separate), dress and sport 
Shirts (woven fatrics), dress and sport.....thous, of doz, 
Work clothing: 

Dungerees and woistbend overslis... 

SHIFTS. cc ceeees 


TRANSPORTATION EQUIPMENT 
Motor vehicles, tactory sales 894,597 881,840 690,253 663, 586 689, 984 654, 333 
Coaches, TOTBl. ..csceees ee ose . 325 519 255 278 oe) 371 
Domesticc.cccecucess eceerboece ° 267 SO! 242 274 405 360 
Passenger cars, fotel.... . > 791,280 755,434 591,052 560,924 545,169 552,68) 
Domest iCccesccccecvevee eee ° ‘ 765,665 727,907 569, B46 536,680 554,761 529,945 
Trucks, total..... a ss 102, 992 127,887 98, 968 102, 384 106, 381 101,081 
Domestic...... 86,060 110, 176 83,752 63,752 | 86, 998 82,400 




















r/ Revised, p/ Preliminary, Dete for Merch 1955 and March 1956 cover 5 weeks; other months, 4 weeks, 
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